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= ¥ This essay is the supplement to my former one written on “Bulletin of Okazaki Women’s Junior College” Vol.
XXXVI, March 2003. Through discussion with Zimbabwean interviewers and Academicians about Research Data as well as
some reference Books, I could have much clearer and fruitful definitions of concepts of “Peasant Farmer”, “Small Scale
Farmer” and “Farm Laborer”. This information will assist us to make effective policy for poverty alleviation of Sub-Saharan

Rural African.
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Research Report
About the Outline of “Agricultural Research”
in_“2000 Pilot Research

Purpose of this Research: The Purpose of this
Report is to make clear “Agricultural
Management” Problems of the Farmers (‘Small
Scale Farmer’ , ‘Peasant Farmer’, ‘Farm
Laborer’) who have difficulties on school
enrollment and / or schooling in 2 Areas in the
Republic of Zimbabwe, Masunda Area in
Masvingo Province and Kadoma Area in
Mashonaland West.
. Interviewers, Way of Interview, Term of
Interviewing, Sampling of Interviewees,
number of Interviewees etc.
(1) Interviewers . Primary School Teachers
working in respective School
{Masunda> . Teachers of Masunda North
Primary School
(Kadoma> : Teachers of Chedonje
Primary School, Matin Spur Primary
School and Mayflower Primary
School
(2) Way of Research: Depending on
Questionnaire, Interviewers interview
interviewees personally and respectively
to describe their responses on it.
(3) Term of Research:
{Masunda>: 17 / 09 / 2002-05 / 10 / 2002
(Kadoma>: 11 /10 /2002-13 / 10 / 2002
(4) Sampling of Interviewees. According to
preliminary defined categories and the
number belonging to them, Interviewers
come into the Interviewees’ Dwelling
Areas to interview them requesting their
cooperation at their discretion.
(5) Areas, Categories and the corresponding
number of Interviewees :



Name of | Small | Peasant | Farm Total
Area SF F L

Masunda 40 36 25 101

Kadoma 25 50 23 98

3.

On this Research, Preliminary Remarks were
delivered to Interviewers depending on the
‘Manual’ in order to get rid of wrong
descriptions and / or lacks of description,
because we had lots on former Research
implemented at June and July 2001. Owing to
this Remarks, we had fewer wrong
descriptions and lacks of description than
those on former case. But on account of lack of
supervisor who conducted the Research from
the Research as a whole, the number of
Interviewees became inconsistent with
distributions of the number according to the
categories and Areas. As Input of the Data into
Excel, Printing it out and Distribution of
printed Data to all Academicians on both sides
had been finished, Data-Analysis and
Consideration of its Results should be done

from now on both countries.

As this Research began as the International
Joint Scientific Research Project, we are
intending to have a Joint Meeting of two
Associations* about the Data-Analysis and
Consideration (Evaluation) of them on
August 2003(?)

*Zimbabwean Association for Scientific
Research of Zimbabwe’s Rural Areas” is
constituted from 5 Professors in
Zimbabwean Universities, 1 Lecturer of
Berbedere Teacher’s College, 11 Primary
School Teachers in Kadoma Area, 9
Primary School Teachers in Masunda
Area and 1 Secretary.

“Tapanese Association for Scientific
Research of Zimbabwe’s Rural Areas” is
constituted from 4 Professors of Okazaki
Women’s College, one Associate Professor
of Nagasaki University and two

specialists of agriculture as well as
computer.

On this Joint Meeting, our target would be not
only to analyze the Data and consider the
Results but also to design our genuine
Scientific Research depending on our Joint
Pilot Research experience.

Qur Data-Analysis is still now only at the
beginning stage, but we would be able to point
out the following problems in Zimbabwean
Communal Agriculture which are brought to
light.

(1) Ambiguity of the concepts of Communal
Farmer.

As the Farmers Categories, which related
with the difficulties of School enrollment and
Schooling of children, we adopted ‘Small Scale
Farmer’, ‘Peasant Farmer’ and ‘Farm Laborer’.
But according to the reality depending on our
Research, the difference between ‘Small Scale
Farmer’ and ‘Peasant Farmer’ is not
necessarily definite not only among Farmers in
themselves but also in the Areas. Especially, it
is true in relation with the size of land property
and the payment of rental of land. Land Surface
and Rental of ‘Small Scale Farmer’

Name of Area Land Surface Payment of Rental
Masunda 8 —660 acre 53.8%
Kadoma 200—734 95%

(2) Low Productivity
Both in ‘Small Scale Farmer’ and ‘Peasant
Farmer’, we cannot say their productivity is
high. Most Farmers belonging to these
categories recognize themselves to be ‘poor’,

Name of Area Small Scale Farmer | Peasant Farmer
Masunda Area 42.4% 25%
Kadoma Area 40% 52%

‘just enough to survive on’,

F Name of Area | Small Scale Farmer | Peasant Farmer
Masunda Area 72.5% 54.5%
Kadoma Area 56% 44%

The number of Farmers who feel themselves




to be ‘rich’ is small.

Name of Area | Small Scale Farmer | Peasant Farmer
Masunda Area 2.5% 3%
Kadoma Area 4% 4 %

Most Farmers who have the problems of
School enrollment and / or Schooling cite
the expensiveness of school fee as the
main reason for them,

Agricultural land, which ‘Small Scale
Farmer’ has is surely comparatively bigger
than that of ‘Peasant Farmer’ and much bigger
than that of Japanese Farmers, but the rate of
utilization as arable land is low.

{Average rate of utilization of agricultural
land as arable land >
Masunda Area 83.5%
Kadoma Area 20.44%

Most agricultural land which the Farmers do
not utilize as arable land is used almost-as
pasture. That is to say the rate of utilization of
land as arable land is low, therefore the
productivity of agriculture in ‘Small Scale
Farmer’ should be improved drastically so that
they can alleviate and / or overcome above-
mentioned poverty. For the sake of this
improvement, raising of utilization rate of their
own agricultural land as arable land would be
first of all necessary.

In the case of ‘Small Scale Farmer’, lots of
Farmers have no irrigation system.

(Rate of no irrigation system ‘Small Scale

Farmer’>
Masunda Area 41%
Kadoma Area 100%

And also, lots of them are farming using
chemicals and chemical fertilizer as well as
manure.

{Rate of using chemical fertilizer and

manure >
Name of Area ’ Chemical Fertilizer Manure ‘
Masunda Area 95% 85%
Kadoma Area 95% 76%

The reason of using manure is rather ‘easy to
get and less-expensive’ and 7 traditional’ than

consideration of reducing land fertility by using
chemical fertilizer They look like to have only a
weak interest in the problem of using
chemicals and chemical fertilizer.
(3) Low cash income
In Zimbabwe, there has been progressing
more than 100% annual inflation during these
years. Therefore, the level of annual income of
Communal Farmers by means of selling their
own agricultural products is extremely low,
even if rapid raising of commodity price is
overwhelming their income. On the
Questionnaire, we asked annual income,
expense and profit from 1996 to 2000. Not small
number of Farmers look like not to have
correct remembrance (record) of them, and
pretty large amount of products look like to
have been handled through spot transaction
without being included in described annual
money considered from every viewpoint.
Therefore, we are obliged to point out that
these Farmers are weak in the consciousness
of ‘Agricultural Management’ and lacking at
the basic efforts as keeping household account,
making a record about their own Agricultural
Management etc.
(4) Agricultural Bases, Infrastructure and
Agricultural
Machines which are not kept in good
conditions Lots of Farmers do not have
irrigation system, Distribution system of
agricultural products is not necessarily kept in
good condition,
(Masunda> inbad condition 52.5%
<{Kadoma> in bad condition 40%
and Farmers are responding that Agricultural
machines are insufficient.
(Masunda> insufficient 80%
<{Kadoma> insufficient 80%
In order to alleviate and / or overcome the
poverty problem of Communal Farmers, who
occupy most part of Farmers (about 70% of
Zimbabwean total population), raising Farmers’
Productivity and increasing agricultural profit
are inevitable. For that, it would be necessary
first of all for them to equip irrigation system



and agricultural bases (infrastructure), which
enable to endure somewhat shortfall of rain or
draught. At the same time, it would be
important for them to raise agricultural
productivity per unit land surface increasing
arable land and utilizing chemicals as well as
chemical fertilizer within an appropriate limit.
For the sake of that, the improvement of the
supply of agricultural machines and Farmers’
agricultural technology would be indispensable.
(5) Problems of Farm Laborers

“Farm Laborer” has been considered in
Zimbabwe as the people who are employed by
“Big Commercial Farmer” (mainly white
persons) during the farming season, then
transfer to the next workplace with their
family sometimes over the boundary.

But according to the Research in reality,
there were almost no “Farm Laborer” who
transfer seasonally over the boundary. Of
course, not small part of them consider
“transfer” as positive depending on their idea
that “transfer” is the “Tradition of their own
ethnic Group”. But big Commercial Farms with
irrigation system would be able to continue
agricultural production all year long, therefore
for the “Farm Laborer” employed by them
seasonal transfer would also be unnecessary.

These “Farm Laborer” constitutes poor
social strata of the society, so lots of them are
responding that they have difficulties of school
enrolment and schooling on account of
expensiveness of school fee.

{Masunda> 64%

Not small number of them is responding that
they have difficulties of “Distance” and “Time”
to go to school.

{Masunda> Distance 56%
Time 36%

They are wishing strongly the hike of their
wages and improvement of their labor
conditions.

{Masunda> 88%

Present Zimbabwean Government is
requisitioning the land of white Big
Commercial Farmers without compensation to

re-distribute it to black Communal Farmers.
Like this, a part of “Farm Laborers” are shifting
to Communal Farmers acquiring a certain
amount of agricultural land. The consciousness
of those new Farmers is different from that of
the other social strata. Not a small part of them
are conscious about themselves that they are
“rich” economically and their agricultural
productivity is “high”.
The mentioned above.

Mr. Taku KAWAGUCHI
The President of Echo Club International,
Japan

Mr. Tsuyoshi IWABUCHI
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