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Review of “Tebukuro o Kaini” from the Viewpoint of Teaching
Material Theory
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Abstract

From the viewpoint of the teaching material theory, this paper discusses the fairy story “Tebukuro o Kaini" written
by Nankichi Niimi. In this story, a mother fox sends her little fox to a horribly dangerous town to buy gloves. This paper
suggests that, due to a structural “defect” of this story, a confusion is seen between “teaching” and “guidance” in many

sites of Japanese language education using this storybook.
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Keyword : Niimi Nankichi, “Tebukuro o Kaini (Going to the Town to Buy Gloves),” Japanese language education, literary
teaching materials
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