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Research on sekku nobori (banners for seasonal festivals)
: historical shifts and hand dyeing process
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Abstract

This paper discusses historical shifts regarding sekku nobor: (banners for seasonal festivals), and the manufacturing
process of sekku nobori, which is based on a technique called tegaki honzome (hand painting and hand dyeing). The
custom of putting up sekku nobori for the Boys Day Festival has become widely established across Japan with the
exception of the Kansai region, and is still thriving. This is a traditional custom that started in the Edo period, and
related products that are adapted to new lifestyles have been created one after another and have been evolving on a
constant basis.
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